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fhe Has Ona’of the Finost Navies on the
- Beag—Her Ships Compared With Thess
of the United States — A Formidable
“Armampnt for  Defence — But “If Our
Troops Landed, They Would ‘Hoon Wipe-
Out the, Chinese Armies—0Odd Oriental
. Tactics—Sokliers - Employed- to  March |

s Against Grasshoppors.

- Will China drive United States citizens out
of her empire in case her people are expelled "
from tlils country? It does not seemdinlikely. |
-Shiould-she do so the-natives; always hostile™
to foreigners, may take advantage of the op-
portunity to murder-a—few missionaries-and-
mitted-such outrages-before,- Under present-|
ciréumstances “the  Emperor's = goyernment
 might not bejidisposed to pay indemnity or
.| mako amends_for. injuries—of .the sort. In
“that case.there would hs war:: Of course it .
:11s popularly imagined:that the  Kingdomn-.of
the Dragon walild” have no' chance, in & con-
fliet with Uncle 8am, Those who entértain
sthnteviimhetenstawarsatiint=Ohina4s-one’
of tha greatest_riaval powers of the world. |
" BIX yoara affo sho stood ei io-list-of
natlons in respect . to. strength—on. ‘the seas;:
the United States gtood nineteenth. -She still
Tholds the same rank, though we ate ¢rawling
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up rapidly. - . - e S
- A - war - batween “the  United - States and
China would be at the outset a naval con-
flict, It-would not bhe fought {n mid-ocean
nor is it.)ikely that the Son of Heaven woul
send his ghips across the Pacific to fight with_
the Yankees. Uncle: 8am’s vessals would-
|- | have 4o go and tackle the slant-eyed heathen
@ {in their own waters, 1t is doubtful if the
i- | could be induced to go out of sight of their
1. | own ccast. In time of peace their squadrons
1. | are never stationed in other parts of the
e | world, as those of the Kuropean and Amer-
ican nations are. Thay are kept at home. In
¢ | the event of hostilities the Iawaiian Islands,
it | would become of - enormous importance to
11 | this country as a station for coal and sup-
a | plies. ‘Troops would be shlpsed over the
v | ocean from Ban Francisco under convoy of,
ro | armored cruisers. o

3 The Chinese navy has five armored steel
3. | battle-ships, which are among the finest in_
f [the world, ‘The %wo ~ biggest, the Chen-
g | Yuen and the Ting-Yuon, each have
n | 7,450 tons displacement. Kach of these
1- | Bister vessels carries six great Krupp guns
d nnd{olgl;t macbi'ng_mms. 'he (I)‘l;:;:-l_uon is
re | 808 feet long and draws twenty. of water.
> =g a2z - 11,000 ‘tons of coal, has 6,200
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T8 > - v aen. se ships
are nearly asgTarge as tie New York, which.
has a displacement of 8,150 tons.

+—Tnaddition-to these formidable battle-ships -
Chinu has twenty-five unnrmored vessels of -
war—sevenieen of them built of steel and
equipped with Krupp, Armstrong and rapid-
‘firing guns, 'The biggest of thom is the
1a.-An, She has adisplacement of 2,630 tons
and carries fwenty-two Krupp guns of large
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1 ¢ has three 10-ton guns and seven
more of half that _size. The

Ye-! ing is precisely like the Yang-Tao »s to
displacement and armament. The I'oo-
Ching, of 2,500 tons, has ten Krupp guns.
Thih-Yuen, 2,300 tons, is provided with three
12-ton-guns, two 4-ton guns, seventeen mpld-
—ﬁrlng—-gunsfanw six machine guns: The
Ching-Yuen, 2,300 tons, has three 12-ton
breech-loading riiles, two 4-ton breech-load-
ing ritles, seventeen rapid-firing guns and six
‘machine guns.

1t must be understood that the ships of the
Chinese navy are of the most improved mod-
ern pattern. Nearly all of them were built
in Germany. Most of them carry those
d2adly and highly-civilized engines of de-
struztion called fish torpedoes. Besides the
thirty armored and unarmored vessels re-
ferred to there is one small wooden armorad
craft, the Tien-Sing, of 200 tons. ‘There are |
also eleven gunboats of 325 to 440 tons dis-
placement, named with thq lotters of
il Greek alphabet; thirteen gun-bonts-of 100
to 8;) tons, and e!x floating batteries for river |
s.rvice,each carrying three 12-ton Armstrong
cuns in a wooden fixed turret.. _I'he navy of -
China is divided into provincial fleets, desig-
nated as the squadrons of Canton, I'co-Chow,
Shanghai, Pei-Ho and the North Coast.

It has been mefitioned that the Chen-Yuen
and the 1'ing-Yuen aro not quite so big as the
New:York, which was Jauhched the other
day. However, 1f'the latter should encounter
either of these Chinese vessels in time of war
she could promptly run away. She isa
cruiser and not a bnttle-shlr. Whereas they
are protected by abelt of armor fourteen
inches thick, she has only a 4-inch belt. On
the other hand, she has much greaterspeed,
in order that sfxe make her escape from such
an unequal adversary. 1t would be mof@fair
to compare the Chen-Yuen and the
Ting-Yuen with thoe . steel coasts
defense battle-ships ~ Massachusetts, In-
diana and Oregon. These gigantic vessels
will each have six turrets and a displace-
1.nic 2001« Cach —of them wil-
carry 0ur rofimonn drecchiflonding  rilong
eight 8-inch breech-loading ritles, four 6-inch
breech-loading rifles, twenty-four rapid-firing
guns and four Gatlings. They will be fldat-
ing fortresses of the most formidable de.
scription. But they arehardly more tha
half finished. At present we have no ships
that could tackle the Chen-Yuen and Ting-
Yuen, : ; .

The new navy of the United States will in-
clude fifteen armored veéssels. Of these five
are lron monitors of the Miantonomah type.
Three are great battle-ships for const defen-e.
“I'wo are armored cruisers. One is a harbor-
défence ram, and another is & sea-going
battle-ship. But only one of these vessels is
now-finished and-in commission—namecly the
Miantonomah, The- list  also ~embraces
thirteen protected cruisers}\' six gunboats,
two dynamite cruiStrs, one torpedo cruiser,
and threae torpedo boats, Al but five of the pro-
tocted cruisers.are commissioned-und—ready
forservice, I'our of the remaining five are
launched. Fouar gunboats are commissioned;
-the-other two are launched, - The dynamite
“eruisers, the torpedo cruiser and two of the
tcl)rpedo boats are completed and in commis-
sion, ’ ¢
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supposing the navy of China to be routed,

troops on the soil of the Flowery Land and
| bring the country to terms, . In this cofinec-
tion the Chineso arimy is worth considering.
1ts ordinary fighting strength is= about 1,200,-
000 men, thongh it Isnot possible to make an
estim —I Fovi

ports its own. military force for keceping
order, fomthe protection of™ its own territory
and for national defense in case ot need. In
time of peaco the regiments are skelctonized.
.Corruption pervades. the service, as it does
QYO h of af nat—eoun=—

try. ‘o 0 =goldiers—=indefnite
leavo and pocket their "pay. When occasion
for figlting: arises, the battalions are hastily
filled in with men undisciplined and unpre-
)‘nred'. Not long ago ‘there was trouble in

it would be necessary inecase of war toland |-

s uits were inveigled on
board of ships bf a false pretense, When they
found out  whither they  were geing;-great

“drowned. =3
The regular infantry of the Empire num-
bers somewhat more than 500,000; there are
less than 100,000 cavalry. 'J‘flerc 48 also an
‘heroditary and privileged soldiery composed |
of Manchus and Mongols, withmany Chinese
descendéd from thosewho joined the inyad-
Jing Monchus in 1643; These “banner-men,”
| as they sre cal ) ,
strong devotion to “the present Tartar

they and their familics are assigned to

them from the other inhabitants as far as
| possible, thws sécuring the purity of -their
patriotic stock., SBixty tfiousand of them are
—Smmed——&ﬁ—l’ AR WHOTO - & ’BNI_GS.(X)O‘
j : apital ecity has-some-
et of 8 vast idtrenched camp,
itary rule and protected by a-

ru bows and is
[ YorY, mmalic Rnd. ustially oy Are peraiih

they aro perm
o notvil lite

numbers of them jumped overboard and were{

dynasty. In twelve provineial® capitals |

i
“The b mon m_muwma ‘ I to |
ﬂrl‘ll, ﬁzﬁu called . ouy, they muster with

T

mansmfa  troops 8mployed -de-.
fense of the distant fronticrs aro equipped
with nmiatchlocks, bows, cutlasses and spears. |
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