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Consolidated Electric Light and Power Com-
pany a franchise to occupy the streets for
‘| twenty years for the operation of electrical
works. $:]
into a contract with that company, by the

terms of which “'said ¢ity agrees to take of

gaid company, its successors and assigns, all -
lof the electric st ightsi
for lighting its streets during said term at
tho prices aforesaid.”
to in the above extract was the period the
franchise had to run, namely, twenty years.
The prices alluded to were €12 per month for
each of the first fifty all night arc lamps;
$11 per month for the next fifty 1
per ‘month for tbe next 100 lakips: 89 per
month for the third 100 lamps, and for all
Jamps above 300-in-number-not loss—tham §6|

complete monopoly of the city lighting

what light can now be obtained for, and
that the light furnished to the city-has been
{ of a most inferior character, has often been

the candlg power of the rest of the arc lam
candle power also.——— +1

_| the last.month -the_ hilk- of - this -company

. helka-3169 Sty = ) on 1
all night are -lpmpe.-’ or nearly $300 less for
- ﬁtty-fonr morg lamps than our city uses.

A

‘| commercial lig _
question _need not be commented on, If,
however, this company can retain a monop-
_| oly of the city lighting for nearty twenty
years to come, it will also have a virtual
monopoly of the private and commercial
lighting for the whole time, because it is not
probable that any other company will care
to erect works for the supply of private-and
+eommercial lighting  dlone.
such a ‘company would be« compelled to
| chiarge - more=for such light -alone thaun it
would charge-for-itif allowed- to-furnish-the-
important item of city public lighting also.

. A Few Plain Tacts. .
“In February, 1890, the city granted to the

At the samo time the city entered

T

y Tequire

The *‘term’"referred_

1ps; 39,90

nor more than § per month was to be paid

by the city. _ ’
It thus appears that an attempt was made

to create, for the company in -question, a

until A. D. 1910, at fixed rates.

Since 1890 the oity has received light and
paid for it, or agreed ‘' to- do so, at the con-
tract rates. That those rates are above

shown. Tho ordinance granting the:frain-
chise and embodying the contract clearly
provided that 112 arc lamps should be oper-
ated at 2. i veri—as-to-|

S
the contract is not very plain, but probabfy
tho proper construction would require the
company to operate- them -at 2 000-neminal-

(4

That the lamps are not now. operated at
2,000 candle power bas been shown by judi-
cial evidence, and cannot bo disputed. FKor
against the city was §1,429 for 180 arc lamps: "
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ho ¢ost and ;{ullit-y of the private and
bting by the company: in

_At any: rate

1!

s}

| the _exhorbitant.. price it has placed upon its
| pr The -vigor.  with | B
which

“For otherwise intorfering with its- monopoly, -

TN ow_,,the-quest;_i;;liﬁ; éhairtho c;&gjubmu.« =
Poviry hhp;adm{t-?tha; would be.to a¥mit that

"Thie public is familiar with tho attempts of
the existing company to buy it off, and with

privileges and_position, ¥ wit]
1t has fought-all attempts to compeéte
Svith it “the ts-it_has made.fo pres |
ent the dity from erecting-dts-ownworksy |

Larealsowell known. In faet, it-is—afor-
midable political power seeking tocontrol
the government of -the city inits own in-
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ly “sacrificed, and :
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